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1. Apparatus for serving output signals from a ^erving device 
to a plurality of browsing devices connected to a network, wherein said 
output signals represent commands executable ny each browsing 
device so as to display viewable data in accordance with a specified 
page format, comprising: 

means for identifying requests from browsing clients that define 
a request for specified viewable data with co/rimands for displaying said 
data in a specified format; 

means for reading data representing said viewable data; 

means for processing said read data so as to combine a 
representation of said viewable dafa with executable instructions; and 

means for supplying output signals to the requesting browsing 
device derived from said processed data. 

2. Apparatus according to Claim 7 1 , wherein the network is the 
Internet. / / 

3.. 5 Apparatus according/^ Claim 1, wherein said executable 
commands are hypertext mari^^p language commands. 

4. Apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein said viewable data 
is text data or graphics data. 

5. / Apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein said viewable data 
is read/from conventional databases. 

6. Apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein viewable data is 
identified by ap index to a database. 

^ cfctoa.hf- 



39 

7. Apparatus according to Claim 6, wherein data retained 
within a database is modifiable while retaininq/a specified index. 

8. Apparatus according to Claim/1, wherein said means for 
processing said viewable data includes means for executing predefined 

5 locally executable instructions arranged/to combine spe/ified database 
entries with specified formatting instr 

9. Apparatus according /4o Claim 8, /wherein said locally 
executable instructions are indexed and the relationship between the 
particular set of instructions and a related index is adjustable. 

10 10. Apparatus according to Gfaim 1, including means for 

adjusting a relationship between a particular request and a particular 
output string in response/to third incwt data. 

11. Apparatus according to Claim 10, including means for 
controlling said thirc/ input data in response to user commands. 



15 12. Apparatus according to Claim 10, including means fc* 

generating thina input tfata in response to a record of previous use 
made by a user. 

13. A method of serving output signals from a serving device 
to a plurality of browsing devices connected to a network, wherein said 
20 output signals/ represent commands executable by each browsing 
device so as/ to display viewable data in accordance with a specified 
page format, comprising steps of: 
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identifying requests from browsing clients that define a request for 
specified viewable data with commands for displaying said data in a 
specified format; 

reading data representing said viewable data; 
5 processing said read data so as to combine a representation of 

said viewable data with executable instructions; and 

supplying output signals to the requesting browsing device 
derived from said processed data. 

14. A method according to Claim 13, wherein t\/e network is the 
10 Internet. j 

i 

15. A method acqording to Claim 13, wj/erein said executable 
commands are hypertext/mark-up language commands. 

/ 

16. A method according to Claipi 13, wherein said viewable 
data is text data or graphics data. 

/ 

15 17. A method according ]6 Claim 13, wherein said viewable 

data is read from a ^database. 

18. A method acco/ding to Claim 1, wherein viewable data is 
identified by an ir\dex to f database. 

/ 

19. A method according to Claim 18, wherein data retained 
20 within a database \f modifiable while retaining a specified index. 

/ / 

i / 

20. Ajfriethod according to Claim 13, wherein said step of 
processing s(aid viewable data includes executed predefined locally 



